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Baptisms weddings 

and funerals  

If you are involved in a  

Baptism, Wedding or Funeral, we 

can help by providing an inter-

preter or by leading the service 

in sign language.  

You can contact Bob Shrine 
at:  
7 Russell Hall Lane,  

Queensbury, Bradford,  
BD13 2AJ  
Fax: 01274 889006                    
SMS: 07721 655161  
E-mail:  
bob.shrine@btinternet.com  

FROM THE EDITOR           

In the last issue I wrote about the resurrection principle, about old 

things ending and new things starting. I did not realise just how pro-
phetic those words would be. For last month we were told that the 

Chapel of the Holy Spirit, in Centenary House, in Leeds, had to close, 

after being used for regular weekly services for more than 40 years. 
You will find more details on page X. Members were shocked, angry, 

upset, confused and anxious for the future. They were asking, óWhat 

would happen to our church without our chapel?ô At the two final ser-
vices that Rachel describes on page Y we prayed that the resurrection 

principle would hold true, that something new would rise out of the 

death of the old. And our prayers have been answered. We have found 
a new venue for the Sunday evening services, and a place to store all 

our furniture, equipment, pictures, books and papers, until the mem-

bers decide what to do with them. Trust God and miracles can happen! 
As Paul writes: ó In times of trouble, God is with us, and when we are 

knocked down, we get up again.ô (2 Corinthians 4:9) In these pages 

you will find a report of our successful and enjoyable Picnic and Walk at 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park, and  details of the events you can look for-

ward to as Summer turns to Autumn: our Harvest Thanksgiving, Ser-

vice of Memories ; and Celebrate Life 7 ï Christmas Special.  

              Bob 

MINISTERS IN THE DEAF COMMUNITY:  

You can contact Rachel Wilson 
at:  
The Vicarage, Old Pool Bank,  

Pool in Wharfedale,  
Otley, LS21 1EJ  
Tel: 0113 284 3706                    
Mob: 07969 681541  
E-mail: 
revrachel.wilson@gmail.com   

DEAF/HEARING  

PARTNERSHIPS  

If you are hearing and would like to 

know more about Deaf people, we 

can visit your church to preach, cele-

brate the Eucharist in sign language, 

run workshops, or otherwise arrange 

for Deaf and hearing people to meet 
together  

mailto:bob.shrine@btinternet.com
mailto:revrachel.wilson@gmail.com
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Barnsley     Buckley Methodist Church Hall, Union Court, off Union Street,  S70 1JN  

  1.30  pm -  1st  Wednesday each  month:  7 Sep, 5 Oct, 2 Nov, 7 Dec  
 

 
Bradford    St Augustineôs Church, Otley Road, BD3 0DR  
  3.00 pm ï 4 th  Sun each month:  25 Sep, 23 Oct, 27 Nov, NOT in Dec  

 
 

Bradford    Deaf Centre, 25 Hallfield Road, BD1 3RP  
  10.45 am ï 4 th  Wed each month: 28 Sep, 26 Oct, 30 Nov*, NOT in Dec  
 
 

Bradford    Little Lane Church, Little Lane, off Duckworth Ln/ Toller Ln, BD9 5HD  
  10.30 am ð 3 rd  Sun each month (Interpreted Service) :  
  18 Sep, 16 Oct, 20 Nov, 18 Dec  

 
 

Bradford Study Group      Deaf Centre, 25 Hallfield Road, BD1 3RP  
  10.45 am ï 2nd   Wed each month:  14 Sep, 12 Oct, 16 Nov*, 14 Dec  
 
 

Halifax  St Judeôs Church, Free School Lane, Savile Park  HX1 2XE  

  7.00 pm -  3 rd  Wed each month:  21 Sep, 12 Oct*, 16 Nov, 21 Dec  
 
 

Halifax  Christ Church, Church Lane, Pellon HX2 0EF (Interpreted Services)  
  Holy Communion 10.45 am -1st Sun each month: 4 Sep,2 Oct,6 Nov,4 Dec  

  Celebration 6.30 pm -2nd Sun each month: 11 Sep, 9 Oct, 13 Nov, 11 Dec  
 

 

Harrogate    Mayfield Community  Church, Mayfield Grove, HG1 5EF  

   2.00 pm (or 1.00 pm) -2nd Sun each month: 11 Sep, 9 Oct, 13 Nov, 11 Dec  

                   ( for details check with Sue Oliver (01423 888340) or      

   Marianne White (01423 565681) (text: 07724 152564))  

 
 

Leeds      The Chapel of the Holy Spirit, in Centenary House, is now closed.  
               Alternative arrangements are being made for the regular Sunday and  
               Tuesday church services to continue.  

               Contact Bob or Rachel for further details.  
 

 
Wakefield   Deaf Centre, 7 South Parade WF1 1LR  
 11.00  am ï 1st  Thursday each month: 1 Sep, 6 Oct, 3 Nov, 1 Dec  

 
 

(* not on the usual day of the month)  
 

Church Services  

in Sign Language 2011  
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DEAF PEOPLE IN THE 
CHURCH 

IN WEST YORKSHIRE  
AND THE DALES  

 
invite you to a  

 

HARVEST  
CELEBRATION 

In Sign Language with story, drama and songs  
 

At 3.00 pm on Sunday 18th September 2011 at  

St Barnabasô Church, Gallogate Lane,  
Weeton, LS17 0AU  

 
Please bring harvest produce (food ï fresh, tinned, 

or in packets). This will be brought to the front  
during the service, & auctioned afterwards.  

The proceeds will go to charity  

All welcome (voice over provided)  
Light refreshments will be served afterwards  

See maps on the opposite page (p5)  

OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS  

You are invited to MEMORIES  

 
A service in sign language remembering family and friends who have died  

WHEN   At 3 pm on Sunday 20 th  November 2011  
WHERE   At St Peterôs Church, Church Street, Gildersome (near 

   Morley) LS27 7AF (near M62 juntion 27)  
 

You are welcome to bring photographs and other items that remind you of 

your loved ones.....  

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX011UtObzwAZhujzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=126bqpafk/EXP=1313621429/**http%3a/www.clipartof.com/details/clipart/8995.html
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  Map 1 

Map 2 

By popular demand, following the success of last yearôs event, we 
are arranging  

CELEBRATE LIFE 7 ï Christmas Special  
WHEN    On Sunday 4 th  December 2011, 1.30 ï 4.30 pm  

Where   At North Bridge Leisure Centre, North Bridge  
   Street, Halifax, HX3 6TE  
CHAT  GAMES  WORKSHOPS: Drama, Carols, Decorations  
CHILDRENôS ENTERTAINER 
There is an admission charge (including refreshments)  -    Children 
FREE.....ALL WELCOME (voice over provided)  

OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
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After more than 40 years as a venue for Deaf worship the Chapel of the 

Holy Spirit, in Centenary House, the Leeds centre for Deaf and Blind 

people, is now closed. Why did it close? For some time now, especially 
after CohearentVision (Leeds Society for Deaf and Blind People) lost the 

city councilôs contract for welfare services for Deaf and Blind people ear-

lier this year, there have been considerable doubts about the future vi-
ability of the centre, which is losing the society a considerable amount 

of money as long as it remains open. The management have been 

struggling to find a solution, one of which was to rent out rooms for 
meeting spaces or offices. The rooms on the ground floor, including the 

chapel, were cleared for this purpose, and that is why it had to close. 

The Deaf Sports and Social Club continues to meet on the first floor, but 
its future remains uncertain. As Rachel explains below, we are making 

alternative arrangements to keep the regular Sunday and Tuesday 

church services going. The chapel was dedicated for use by both Church 
of England and Roman Catholic congregations, although the RC mem-

bers ceased using it last year, when their signed mass was moved to a 

parish church. The Chapel of the Holy Spirit was the last Deaf chapel in 
our 3 dioceses. Dewsburyôs closed in 2009 and Barnsleyôs in 2006. 

Chapels at Bradford, Halifax, Huddersfield and Wakefield were all closed 

before 2000.  

HAPPIER DAYS? MEMBER S OF THE LEEDS CONGREGATION-
WITH REV RACHEL IN THE CHAPEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.   

CHAPEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CLOSES  
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Bob Shrine led two special farewell and thanksgiving services in the 
Chapel of the Holy Spirit on Tuesday 5th July for the OAP group, and on 

Sunday 17th for the regular Sunday evening congregation. Bob had 

prepared special liturgy and prayers for remembering the past and say-
ing goodbye. Members stood and described their memories. Bob ex-

plained the idea that ending also means a new beginning. That is diffi-

cult when we did not know where we could meet in the future. Faith is 
about stepping into the unknown and trusting God for our future to-

gether, so we had a big test of our faith. We sang and signed Guide me 

O thou great Jehovah . Rev Rachel led prayers. On Sunday evening we 
placed all the important things we use for our services, the cup and 

plate, the reading stands, the lovely font, made by Sheila Keech, the 

Register of Services, and so on, on or by the altar, and Bob prayed a 
blessing on them. We have since been packing everything away and it 

is a very very sad thing to have to do. We will keep our things in the 

Parish Church Hall until we find a permanent new home. For now we are 
going to meet  on Sunday evenings at St Gemma's Hospice, Moortown, 

Leeds, in their beautiful modern chapel, and for the OAP meetings and 

worship we will gather in the Youth Club lounge on the first floor at 
Centenary House.  

FINAL SERVICES AT THE CHAPEL OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  

Thought: -   Does someone need a sign that God 

loves them ðgive them one of yours!!!  
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When Bob arrived in 1999 there was a monthly service of Holy Com-

munion in the social area of Bradford Deaf Centre on a Wednesday 
morning, when the 55 Club met. This service was led by the Revd 

Canon George Moffat, Rector of Manningham, in which parish the Deaf 

Centre is situated, with the help of an interpreter. The chapel upstairs 
had been converted to an office for social workers some years before. 

In 2002 a new service was started at Holy Trinity, Skipton, and some 

members from this service attended the 55 Club in Bradford. By this 

time the congregation at the Deaf Centre had dwindled to two, and the 

service was closed, to be replaced by a Bible Study group for the Skip-

ton members, with Bradford members joining later. Rachel used to at-
tend this group regularly for some years, before her other commitments 

prevented her. This group continues to meet on the 2 nd  Wednesday of 

each month. We have looked at many topics, like exploring the creed as 
a way to learn about what Christians believe, what the Bible is, how it 

was put together, and what is in it, and Deaf perspectives on the Bible 

and the Christian faith. We are currently following the story of Israel 
through the Old Testament.  

 

In the summer of 2003 St Augustineôs Church, on Otley Road, Brunts-
cliffe, (Photograph below) invited us to run a deaf awareness workshop, 

and there was so much interest that a new service of Holy Communion 

in sign language started there in October of that year, and continues to 
meet there at 3 pm on the 4 th  Sunday of each month.   

WHAT IS GOING ON é.. IN BRADFORD? 

ST AUGUSTINEôS CHURCH  
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Several members of St Augustineôs Church, including the churchwarden, 

Janet Scatchard, committed themselves to attending our services, and 
the vicar, Denis Poole ï who later moved to become Bishopôs chaplain, 

was both supportive and encouraging. A few hearing people attend this 

service in preference to their local parish church, even though they can-
not sign, because they find the visual media and slower pace more 

comfortable. Tracey Raistrick provides voice over translation. St 

Augustineôs is a modern church built on the site of an older one, whose 

ruins can be seen in the grounds outside, and it is very spacious with 

good lighting, making it highly suitable for a Deaf signing congregation. 

It has been the venue for many of our 3 in 1 celebrations.  
 

In 2004 a Deaf man started attending his hearing fianceôs church, Little 

Lane Church, a Methodist/Baptist/URC partnership, off Toller Lane and 
Duckworth Lane, near Bradford Royal Infirmary, (photograph below) 

and the couple asked Bob to lead their wedding service there. Ever 

since then Lynn Lawson, a member of our team, now a qualified inter-
preter, has been interpreting at the morning service there on the 3 rd  

Sunday of each month, with two or three Deaf people attending. Occa-

sionally, Deaf members provide input to the service through dramatised 
Bible readings and signing the songs, with the congregation joining in 

the chorus, and Bob preaches there from time to time. The minister, 

Lynn Britten, and the congregation, have always made us feel welcome, 
and part of their church, and some members have learned to sign.  

WHAT IS GOING ON é.. IN BRADFORD? - 2  

LITTLE LANE CHURCH  

JOY comes by putting Jesus first, Others second, and You Last!  
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Last year, while talking to members of the Bradford 55 Club, we found 
that some of them used to go to church some years ago, and missed at-

tending services now. So we agreed to start a service of Holy Commun-

ion there at 10.45 am on the 4 th  Wednesday of each month. This alter-
nated with the Bible Study group meeting on the 2 nd  Wednesday. The 

new service has been very successful, attracting a regular congregation 

of 8 -12 members, some of whom have started coming to the Bible 
Study group as well. They seem to be pleasantly surprised that the ser-

vices are very relaxed and easy to understand, unlike the services they 

used to go to before.  
 

So, each month Deaf people in Bradford have a choice of two signed 

services (Sunday afternoon or Wednesday morning), an interpreted ser-
vice (Sunday morning), and a Bible Study group (Wednesday morning). 

Several members attend more than one of these.  

WHAT IS GOING ON é.. IN BRADFORD? - 3  

BRADFORD 55  CLUB  
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....LYNN LAWSON  

MRSLI  INTERPRETER.  
Lynn Lawson, who interprets for 

Deaf Church services in Bradford 
(see p 9) and Halifax, recently 

graduated in BSL/English inter-
preting at The University of North 

Lancashire in Preston . Congratu-
lations  to Lynn on all her hard 

work. Lynn is pictured at her 
graduation, with her husband 

Iain, who compiles this Magazine.  

MARRIAGE BLESSING  

Bob led a special service of Mar-
riage Blessing for John and 

Christine Craven, members of 
Bradford 55 Club, in Bradford 

Deaf Centre, on Wednesday 13 th  
July. They were married in a 

civil ceremony last November, 
and now wished to have Godôs 

blessing on their union. The ser-
vice included an explanation of 

Christian marriage, a renewal of 
wedding vows and a blessing of 

rings. The Hymns were Love di-
vine, all loves excelling, and To 

God be the glory, and the Bible 

reading was from 1 Corinthians 
13: óLove is kind and patient, 

never jealous, boastful, proud or 
rude.ô The service was attended 

by over 30 members of the 55 
Club.  

PEOPLE PAGE -1  

ALBERTôS HAPPY BIRTHDAY AT CHRIST 

CHURCH PELLON  

Albert loves to attend the services for the deaf church 

in the Halifax area. He enjoys signing the songs and 
being with his friends at Christ church. He joined in  

the birthday celebrations. He is pictured at the 
monthly family communion service, interpreted by.....  


