DIOCESE OF RIPON AND LEEDS

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE DIOCESAN ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

at Ripon and Leeds Diocesan Office on 17th November 2011

1. Welcomes and apologies 

Present: Adrian Alker (Director of Mission Resourcing), Jemima Parker (St Marks, Harrogate),  Graham Fergusson, (St Margaret’s, Horsforth), Joe Lee, (St Mary’s Beeston), Suzanne Dalton, (St Chad’s, Far Headingley), Ian White (St John’s Adel), Chris Milestone (St Chad’s, Far Headingley), Mike Willison (St Chad’s Far Headingley), Margaret Halsey (Leeds Church Institute), Jill Vogler (CEL),  Andy Ryland, Diocesan Rural Officer, Alex Jowitt (St Andrews URC),  Sue Rusholme (PA to Adrian Alker)

Apologies from  Michael Lindley,  (Diocesan Surveyor), Lindsey Pearson (Christian Aid), Shelagh Fawcett (Leeds R C Justice and Peace Commission),  Sue Proctor (Diocesan Secretary), Alan Griggs, (St Chad’s, Far Headingley), Mary Henderson (St Chad’s Far Headingley),
2. The minutes of the meeting held on 27th September 2011 were approved

3. Matters arising: 

                             3. 7. Trees have been ordered from Woodland Trust and should be available

                                      for distribution late November. 420 trees have been ordered and will be 

                                      supplied free of charge. Publicity is to be sought for large plantings to 

                                      commemorate the 175th Anniversary of the Diocese.

4. Caring for God’s Earth: an updated copy was circulated at the meeting. This now
                        incorporated  ideas of how to encourage children and young people to

                        care for the environment. As no amendments were suggested this would

                        be sent to the printers for immediate publication.

                                      It will be made available on the website and parishes advised that a new

                                      copy, with additions, was now available. It will be sent to those parishes

                                      that had asked for a copy in the questionnaire.

Archdeacon’s Questionnaire:              

Following the distribution of questionnaires previously circulated for follow up, responses were collated and members asked to maintain contact where appropriate. Adrian thanked those involved for their efforts and commented that this made a bold statement that the group was committed to maintaining contact and offering advice and assistance where it was required. Questions had been raised regarding PV panels and buildings experts. Adrian will speak to Peter Mojsa and aim to collate a list of ‘experts’. St Andrew’s URC have experts in energy audit procedures. Jemima will contact them to check their availability to offer assistance.

              Epiphany church Gipton had received a grant of £50,000 from WREN (Waste Recycling

              Environmental Ltd) to effect repairs on the church and hall.

              It was agreed that Adrian would send a letter to all who had responded to the

             Questionnaire thanking them for their positive response, confirming that members 

             had now been in touch, contact will be maintained if required and enclosing an updated 

             copy of Caring For God’s Earth.

            Adrian would meet with Peter Mojsa and representatives of DAC to discuss next steps in 

            helping those parishes who wanted to make major changes to heating sources etc. Andy 

           Ryland would forward a copy of the Bio|Mass Heating report.
5. London Conference
Jemima Parker reported that it was encouraging to meet with other Diocesan Environmental Officers from around the country and share ideas. She reported on a technology based programme, from Shrinking the Footprint, to assist churches and also individuals to monitor energy consumption on a weekly basis with a view to making a reduction. This would also provide consumption figures across deaneries/dioceses dependent on all churches inputting information. Jemima would keep the group updated regarding implementation dates. Worcester diocese had produced a video with case studies to help parishes consider environmental issues.

6. Report from the meeting of the Northern Dioceses environmental officers. 
Adrian reported that a good working relationship had been established. The announcement that there was to be a reduction in the feed in tariffs re solar panels had been discussed. The Church of England had requested a delay in the implementation of these proposals to 31st March 2012 and also to consider charities being exempted from such a reduction. It was proposed at the regional meeting that a video be put together commending what was happening in terms of the environment and encouraging other churches to get involved. Adrian would facilitate this. Funding, hopefully,  would come from across the dioceses. Bishops from all the diocese swould be asked to endorse it. Michael Lindley had produced a document on PV panels. Adrian will obtain a copy.

      7.   Diocesan Environment Course
Margaret Halsey provided copies of the course and resource material and thanked Ian White, Philip Bee and Shelagh Fawcett for their input. Andy commented on the reference to organic food on the game and in the subject material, warning that caution was required in this area and that there was a mixed economy to be had. The course will be sent to members and comments to be returned by 30th November, after which time Margaret will collate the sections of the course into a publishable format. The course would be entitled ‘Renewing the Face of the Earth’

Items 8 and 9 were not discussed due to lack of time.       

10.  AOB.  Adrian would seek representation on to the group from the Board of Education as we had lost that link when Sarah Fishwick moved on. 

Some emerging black churches were keen to engage with environmental issues. Those with contacts were encouraged to invite them to the next meeting.

Members were encouraged to look at ‘Touch the earth lightly’ available on You Tube.

Jill Vogler circulated a paper containing a suggestion from CEL that 100 churches be asked to raise £100 to help protect endangered species.
  Date of next meeting: TUESDAY  21ST FEBRUARY 2012, 12.30PM – 2.00PM at St Chad’s Parish Centre, Otley Road, Headingley, Leeds.  A sandwich lunch will be provided.  

