Insurance Statement
Groups and parishes will be insured through a number of different companies whose policies will be subject to various terms, conditions and exceptions. However, the majority of churches within the Diocese of Ripon and Leeds are insured with the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group PLC. They have provided the following statement, incorporated in their Child Protection Booklet.

Ecclesiastical…supports the House of Bishops Policy Document and its measures for the safeguarding of children. Ecclesiastical believes that preventative measures to remove the likelihood of abuse are the cornerstones for both the protection of a potential victim and an accused child carer.

Common law, and in some areas statutory legislation, require a very wide range of people to take reasonable care to prevent injury to others. Indeed, the law recognises that a higher standard of care exists in matters concerning children. The use of ‘best practice’ procedures in the management of child protection and care is essential, just as a similar obligation rests upon those responsible for health and safety in commerce and industry. The observance of ‘reasonable care’ is a standard insurance condition.

Subject to the policy terms, Public Liability (Third Party) Insurance will protect the interests of Policyholders where they are found to be legally liable for accidental death of or bodily injury to a third party. Cover is provided to Policyholders if they are held legally liable for an event caused by their negligence leading to accidental bodily injury or illness as a result of abuse. There is, however, no such cover for the actual perpetrator of abuse. 

The Policy terms require that all reasonable steps be taken to prevent injury loss or damage occurring and failure to take such precautions may prejudice the insurance cover. A duty therefore exists upon Policyholders to adopt ‘best practice’ based upon current and ongoing guidelines.
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