
The Diocese of Ripon and Leeds Safeguarding Children Handbook
Introduction
This handbook is the revised version of the second Taking Care handbook which was produced in 2006. Since then there have been a number of changes in legislation concerning safeguarding children, a new set of statutory guidance (Working Together to Safeguard Children, 2010) and a new edition of the national Church of England policy concerning safeguarding children, (Protecting All God’s Children, edition four, 2010).This new  diocesan handbook for parishes incorporates  these new developments , while keeping to the existing format to try to make it easier for those in parishes who have become used to that format to access information. We have decided that the time has come for a change of name, so this new handbook of policies and good practice will be called what it is: Safeguarding Children.
It continues to provide a draft parish policy and guidelines that parishes will be able to adapt to suit their own purposes. Each parish needs to consider how far the draft parish policy meets its own needs, and if necessary adapt it to their own circumstances, while following the safer working  practice guidelines. This is particularly relevant to the whole issue of safer recruitment. While we do not yet know the outcome of the government’s review of the Criminal Records Bureau and the Independent Safeguarding Authority in so far as it will affect procedures in the church, much of what is in place in the Diocese will continue to be appropriate and essential. We cannot emphasise strongly enough how safer recruitment can prevent inappropriate access to children. The recruitment process in this Handbook should be followed in all circumstances. This is an interim process but is not likely to change much when the outcome of the review is known.

It is also recommended that all parishes on receipt of this new handbook should examine their own procedures and decide if their own systems need amending. Such amendments should be part of the continuing process of ensuring that safeguarding children is appropriate and includes new understanding and developments in the field. 

For most children who participate in church activities the experience is a wholesome and enjoyable one. I know from travelling about the Diocese and talking with those who work with children and young people the huge level of commitment that exists towards their care and well-being. It is a privilege to be involved with you all.

There are however always ways in which we can make our practice better. Even if we have all appropriate procedures in place, it is those who work with children using their knowledge and skills, and their observation, who really protect children, by identifying poor practice, unsafe premises or activities, or having concerns about a child or an adult’s behaviour and voicing that concern to an appropriate person. 
This handbook continues to be about prevention, in the belief that sound policy and practice contribute to minimising the chances of harm occurring. Thank you all for being part of that process.
Resources within each parish vary considerably, as does the nature of contact with children and young people. All parishes will however have children on its premises at some point, even if there are no specific children’s activities, and I would therefore urge all parishes to undertake a safety audit. All parishes are likely to include survivors of abuse within their congregations, and members of the parish can be a source of assistance and understanding for those individuals. Many parishes will have those who present a risk to children within their worshipping community (whether  they are aware of that or not) and should therefore plan their work with children with that possibility in mind. 
My final thanks are to those who act as the child protection representatives/Safeguarding officers (whatever they are called) who are responsible for ensuring that these things happen in parishes. They help to ensure that parish work is as safe as it can be for children and young people, fulfilling an essential and a sometimes difficult task, particularly when others in parishes cannot see the need for their work. The safety of children depends on them and their commitment to ensuring parishes do indeed have a culture of ‘informed vigilance’. 

Sue Booth, Bishop’s Advisor for Safeguarding .
 Safeguarding Children Section 1, Introduction
3rd Edition, March 2011
Page 1 of 2

