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Action and Encounter

How a group of Christians might engage 
purposefully with people or other faiths 
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Lets go shopping!

· For Asian people shopping is socializing.. you will not be wasting time!
· Have no time limit

· Accept tea if it is offered. Don't fuss. Drink it anyhow.

· Don't feel that you have to start on faith issues immediately unless this arises naturally. You may be at the beginning of a long term friendship.

· People of other faiths often seem more confident in sharing their faith than we are. Do not feel that you need to defend your faith. Be prepared to listen and learn. Be gentle, honest and patient.

· Pray before you begin and trust God to inspire you.

· If you ask a member of the task group to go with you this can be arranged.

· Asian people rarely do anything alone.

· If you are keen to get started, go into a Pakistani general store and ask them for a children's teach yourself Urdu or Arabic or whatever.
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ENJOY!

Let's walk!

Why not organize a walk in your parish/vicinity?
Each year, for example CONCORD organizes a Walk of Witness in a district of Leeds. People of many faiths, carrying rainbow banners walk together, mixing and taking as they walk between their different places of worship. At each worship centre a brief presentation is made but the main value of the walk is the relaxed enjoyment of making new friends. Find out if there are similar walks in your local town.
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Let's clean up our community! 
This is another worthwhile activity and having plastic gloves, we do not even get our hands dirty!

Again this is a shared activity, organized in a particular, limited area when people of many faiths join in addressing a common concern, sharing values and making new connections. There have been clean up projects in Leeds for some years now. Maybe this is an idea you could try in your community. You could contact groundwork UK in Leeds – www.groundwork.org.uk
Let's explore together!

If you are looking for a more formal encounter on home ground, there is a four session course: 'May I Call You Friend?' which could be very helpful. Representatives of different faiths are invited to join a group of Christians. Guests and hosts alike share what is most important to them in their faith. Discussion follows. There is a steep learning curve! In the next session the hosts face up to the challenges of that first encounter and decide the next move. The guests may well be invited back to clarify or to develop the sharing at a deeper level. The final session has the potential to establish an ongoing interfaith cell but should certainly end with commitment to on going encounter.
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Let's arrange an outing

This suggestion is well tried and can be most significant. The home body (church or inter faith cell) can own it by covering the cost of the coach hire and may be energized by feed-back from the participants afterwards.

Fill a coach with women and children of different faiths.

Arrange for a rural parish to host a visit.

The event to include: welcome, comfort stations, relaxation, games, picnic, walk, visit to a beauty spot or place of historical interest, afternoon tea in Christian homes, visit to church with prayer. 

Let’s visit a place of worship

Lets take the example of visiting a Sikh gurdwara. A Sikh will always go to the front of the prayer hall and kneel, his forehead to the ground as a sign of his respect for God, present in the holy scriptures open before him. You are going to visit this gurdwara. Will you do as your Sikh brother does? If not, why not? If so, why? Your response will make you aware of your attitude to other faiths.

On visiting a gurdwara, cover your head, remove your shoes, sit cross legged on the floor or on your heels. Use your right hand only for any food you are offered. Accept this food – it is a symbol of welcome and hospitality and has no sacramental significance. You will be told if there are other requirements.

Finally reflect upon your visit. It may have been delightful, exhausting, surprising, disconcerting, challenging. Share your reactions with other Christians and consider the implications of the whole experience.

Further help and information:

Useful websites:
www.concord-leeds.org.uk
www.groundwork.org.uk[image: image1.jpg]



Inter Faith Resources for the Churches	
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