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 Distinctive Christian spirituality 

 in our inter faith engagement

Spirituality can be defined as the deepest values and meanings by which a person lives.

So how do we as Christians keep our integrity as we engage with people of different faiths? 

How do we participate in God’s love for people of all faiths?
As Christians we believe that through the life, death and             resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth the One God has made known his triune reality as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The boundless life and perfect love which abide forever in the heart of the Trinity are sent out into the world in a mission of renewal and restoration in which we are called to share. As members of the Church of the   Triune God, we are to abide among our neighbours of different faiths as signs of God’s presence with them, and we are sent to engage with our neighbours as agents of God’s mission to them.  

Thus,
We seek to mirror God's generous love.
  
The God who has created our world is generous in grace and rejoices in diversity.  All men and women are created in God’s image and God cares for each person with a parental love; called to be perfect as God is perfect, we know that we must show that same love and respect to all. 


We proclaim Jesus Christ as the one who shows us God's face. 


Jesus shows us ‘the radiance of God’s glory’. He opens for us the way to God; he teaches us the truth which sets us free; he shares with us his risen life.  Our witness to Jesus must be attested by Christ-like service and humility if it is to be heard and seen by our neighbours as the good news of the Kingdom.


We celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit made known through the fruit of the Spirit. 

It is not for us to set limits to the work of God, for the energy of the Holy Spirit cannot be confined. ‘The tree is known by its fruits’, and ‘the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.’ When we meet these qualities in our encounter with people of other faiths, we must engage joyfully with the Spirit’s work in their lives and in their communities.

Practising the hospitality of God.

Christian spirituality maintains that at the heart of our life is a community meal for those who know themselves to be strangers and pilgrims upon earth. At the breaking of the bread Jesus himself came to his disciples as one at first unknown. The Eucharist opens us to an awareness that we too are guests of God waiting for the completion of his loving purposes for all. As he strengthens us with bread for the journey to carry us to that place which is a home for all the nations of the world, so in our daily life we share our life with our neighbours of all faiths as citizens of our earthly kingdoms. Thus, we wait for the day when all humanity together will meet the one divine host, who invites all God’s children to share the joy of the banquet God has prepared.
The renewal of our life.

Inter faith engagement does not mean that we are the same as others rather that we relate distinctively to them.

We can maintain our presence among communities of different faiths as we celebrate Jesus as the way, the truth and the life. 

We can channel our energies into connection, communication and reconciliation with other faith groups as we open ourselves to the energy of the Spirit. 

We will build trust through giving and receiving hospitality as we respond to God’s gracious invitation. 

We recognise that the actuality of our Christian life as it is lived among people of other faiths often does not meet these        aspirations, and this may be painfully evident to our neighbours also. 

Our spirituality is always in tension with experience, and in inter faith relations we need to live with provisionality, paradox and disappointment. Nevertheless, as people who find healing through the broken body of Christ and confidence in the daring venture of the Spirit, we must not be deterred by the risk of failure or rejection. Even in our sin, weakness, fear and timidity, we are constantly challenged by the God who calls us to abide with our neighbours as signs of God’s presence with them, and who sends us to engage as agents of God’s mission among them. Through prayer and worship the triune God forms us to be a people called into newness of life in our inter faith         encounter. 

Extracted from: The Anglican Consultative Council (2008,) Generous Love: the truth of the Gospel and the call to dialogue with permission from the authors. To read the document in full visit the website http://nifcon.anglicancommunion.org 
Some questions for discussion.
1.What are the needs in our community, how are we responding?
2. Is our Church a sign of God's presence, especially to those of other faiths?

3. How do we go out of our way to encounter people of other faiths?
4. What are the obstacles to a transforming encounter with other faiths – going deeper than just meeting people?  E.g. not knowing enough about other faiths and cultures, embarrassment about getting it wrong, not sure how to begin etc.

5. How can we practise gracious hospitality that people of other faiths would be able to receive? Do we accept the hospitality of others?

6. Are we a reconciling, forgiving community?  Are we building bridges with those around us?

For further information contact:

Canon Charles Dobbin at cdobbin@aol.com or ring 0113 268 4598 or Dr Helen Reid at director@bcdd.org.uk    
Inter Faith Resources for the Churches	
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