Bishop’s Foreword
Amongst the most powerful of Jesus’ sayings are those which value children, instructing us to welcome them in his name (Luke 9 v48) and learn from them (Luke18 v17).

The ways in which we honour and encourage children in the life of the church are a part of our response to those words. As we seek to follow Christ more closely we do so in a particular care for the needs of children.

The Safeguarding policy is a crucial part of this. Children need to be, and to feel, safe in the community of our churches – whether at times of worship, in the excitement of children’s gospels, or on church sponsored outings. This policy will help you to ensure that such security is provided as we celebrate Christ’s care for and encouragement of children. May he bless you, and the children you serve, as you carry out the policy in your own parish.

John Packer, Bishop of Ripon and Leeds.
