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My Vocation as an Occupational Therapist

Prior to going back to university, I often felt that something was missing, but I wasn’t sure what. A specific date changed that for me. On 05/05/05, I collapsed with what we now know to be multiple sclerosis (MS), and from that day my life changed for ever. I learnt to adapt my life to the condition and to deal with a second diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis and long term depression. I needed a new direction, and I chose to train as an Occupational Therapist. From the first day I felt that this is what I should be doing. It took me longer than my friends to qualify, and after working through some very tough times at university, I qualified in September 2010 with a 2:1 degree.

I now work part time for a social enterprise in the local area providing a day service for people with learning disabilities, mental health issues, sensory impairments and head injury. The day service is a horticulture base and provides a contracting service to the local community. It is hard work, but I feel called to do this work. I am lucky, as I can work with people with unique characters; I can work with the nature that God provides, and in gardens which can show the glory of God in technicolour!

I have just passed the 6 year anniversary of the incident that started this chain of events, and I thank God for the path I am on. Although there are moments of stress, I can say that occupational therapy is a vocation, and I cannot imagine doing anything else.

I am the Managing Director of a family orientated business, based in Catterick Village. I have been working in the Construction Industry for 38 years, mainly concerned with the removal of asbestos. 

During my life I have been challenged many times and have looked to our Lord for support. Recently, one of my employees committed a serious offence and my advisors recommended that he be dismissed for gross misconduct. I realised that if I dismissed him, he would probably loose his home as he could not afford to pay his mortgage. Drawing on Christian virtues, I decided to give him one last chance.

 

I feel that God has been kind to me. I know God loves everyone. But I want to give something back and so I have been PCC Treasurer for 23 years. More recently, I have taken up serving and become a member of the Companion of Servers. This is truly a wonderful privilege, being at the Altar and experiencing a feeling of being near to God.

Robert Knowles
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My Vocation by Susan Langridge

God gives us all gifts and it’s up to us how we use them.  I love singing, history and communicating.  Both my faith and my job allow me to use all of these gifts.  I sing His praises in church, I bring His good news through the Parish Magazine but my job is something quite different.  

I am asked almost daily to find some small piece of information about a person which helps bring them back to life, if only for a brief moment.  By searching through books written over 100 years ago I am able to give family members that connection to a loved one who fought and often died or were wounded in war.  This is hugely rewarding and sometimes heart rending, but immensely important to the enquirer.  I really love my job and I am grateful for my gifts.
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A Verger's Vocation

The loving care of a place of worship is in itself an act of worship.  Those who perform such care and commitment are themselves undertaking a truly Christian vocation which speaks of the love of Christ in the local community.

John is a verger in a village church in the north of the diocese.  A life-long church member, he was invited by his vicar to consider becoming the church Verger.

As he cared for the building it opened up many discussions with a wide variety of people.  This involved listening to their questions, hopes and needs, rather than simply maintaining a beautiful building.  In fact it opened up opportunities to share the love of God with others.

Sometimes John has been able to act as a bridge and so has become very much part of the ministry team of the parish.  Perhaps John's experience will encourage others to consider the role of Verger as their vocation.

