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SOME OF OUR ORDINANDS SHARE THEIR VOCATIONAL JOURNEYS

Dave Young
It was after I'd graduated from Leeds University that I began my first job working with the homeless at St George's Crypt. Though I came from a Baptist background, it was while I was at the Crypt that I first sensed a call to ordained ministry in the Church of England. After being encouraged by one of my managers to seriously consider ordination, I began to attend St George's Church. Following a year at the Crypt I moved on to work for the NHS in a team dedicated to providing asylum seekers with healthcare. After this my vicar at St George's suggested I apply to become a pastoral assistant at the church. I felt that if I still felt called after working full-time for a church then I would definitely go and see my DDO. I spent two and a half amazing years at St George's working primarily with asylum seekers, the local community and students. In 2007 I was recommended to train for ordained ministry and began studying at Cranmer Hall in Durham. I'm now serving my curacy at Upper Armely.

Mary Bradley
I am a library assistant, “fifty-something,” married, with a son and daughter in their early 20s; I am a member of St James Church, Horsforth. I became a Christian a few months after our wedding and for the next 24 years was involved at one time or another in parish visiting, admin, children’s work, prayer ministry, small groups, and music group, P.C.C. etc.

In 2004, I began to explore the idea of ordained ministry as a result of comments made by and conversations with my husband and some friends. Initially, I did not take things further as I felt neither called nor capable. However, the awareness persisted that maybe God was wanting me to do something other than be an active lay person. I felt that I had a responsibility to test whether this was indeed a call from Him and if so, the call was for. I met with our Vicar to discuss my next steps. 

 In 2007, I began meeting with the D.D.O, Peter Clement. As I progressed in the discernment process, my understanding of, and sense of calling to the priesthood grew steadily.  I would describe this call as a ‘pulling" feeling. My husband, family, friends and Church members continued to affirm and encourage me; yet at no time did I felt pressured by anyone. It has also been a remarkable time of personal growth and change! Reflecting on my life and my Christian walk, it does seem as if God may have been training and preparing me for this.

In April 2009, I attended a Bishops’ Advisory Panel and was recommended for training for Ordained Ministry (Priest); and began a three year part-time training course the following September.  I am trusting God even more for His help and guidance!

Jon Swales
A few years ago I was teaching at an inner city high school in Leeds. I loved my job, loved the kids I was teaching and the colleagues who I was working with. Yet, here I am a few years later training to be a vicar at Trinity College, Bristol.  You may ask, why the change? It is certainly not because I think that only vicars are doing full-time Christian work for I believe that God, who is Lord over all spheres of life, calls people to engage missionally in the world in all aspects of life. God is calling people to work for him as butchers, bakers, candlestick makers and inner-city teachers.

I suppose that I would have to say that my move towards ordination stems from a number of factors including discernment, obedience and skills. I had to obey where I believed the Lord was leading. This wasn't as simple as receiving an e-mail from heaven, but was obedience to a constant refrain in my life, a still small voice, confirmed by others, which said 'Jon, be a servant of the Church'. 

After several years of discernment, which included rebellion and repentance, I concluded, with the help of my Director of Ordinands and local church, that God was leading me to work in the Church of England. I was fully involved in my local church at St. James, Horsforth in Leeds which allowed me to hone and develop skills which increased my confidence that my path to ordination was indeed the one I should follow. I felt that God was forming and shaping me to communicate his glorious gospel to those inside and those outside of the Church. 
At college I am pursuing a Phd in biblical studies alongside my ordination training. It is great to be in a church which gives academic study its place, and it is my desire as a future Vicar to fuse together a missional mindset in which heart, mind and hands can be used to proclaim the greatness of Jesus. 
As a family, I am married with 3 young and beautiful kids. It is turning out to be a great adventure. www.ordinand.wordpress.com.

Antony Kirby
I have been involved with the church from the age of ten, learning to be a server within two weeks of first attending church. Most of my church experience has been from the alter side of the communion rail. I have always been drawn to the sacramental side of worship and have found the sacraments to be a key to my sense of calling. 
The monastic aspect of community has also been an influence to me. I became a member of the Fraternity of the Resurrection as a Companion and was encouraged to follow a rule of life. I must admit I break the rule on a regular basis, but the whole point of the rule is that it gives you a goal. 
 I trained as a Reader in the Diocese of Wakefield and was licensed in 1988 to St Peters Stanley and to HMP Wakefield.  I transferred my Readers license to the Parish of Christ Church Lofthouse six years ago, in the Diocese of Ripon and Leeds.
 I was self employed in the family building business for sixteen years before moving into the Estates Department at HMP Wakefield. 
My hobbies are varied, fell walking and Beekeeping. I was a member of a Scottish Pipe Band for thirty years, working through the ranks to be Pipe Major.  
In many ways the progress forward to ordination has been long and slow. There have been many obstacles along the way and many knock backs. Dyslexia has been a constant problem that I have had to face. 
If I could give any encouragement to anyone testing their sense of calling, it would be perceiver in times of difficulty, trust in God’s timing, and above all trust in God; knowing that his calling will be in the field that is right for you.   

Diane Flynn
I was brought up within the Roman Catholic tradition, but had no relationship with God from the age of 11 until I was 29, when after a major bereavement I found Gods love and care in a quite dramatic way. I felt called to visit my local parish Anglican Church where this relationship increased dramatically. Over time and as my faith increased, I felt an enormous calling to be a priest, but suppressed all of this for over 5 years, as I could not quite believe God was calling ME. However, God was very persistent and my calling did not go away and I realised eventually, that I had to respond and was advised to contact my DDO. I was admitted into the Church of England, married my long-term partner, (after being together for over 20 years) and started the discernment process for selection, culminating in a successful BAP. I completed my theological study over 3 years on the Northern Ordination Course – now known as the Yorkshire Ministry Course (which has people from varied backgrounds, experiences and churchmanships). College entailed weekly lectures, on a night, at Mirfield, with a lot of weekends away and a yearly Easter school week. I had concerns about the study and managing everything, with having 2 small children, working and not having studied since my A levels. However, I had enormous support from the course, my personal tutor, local support group, family, friends and Church. This way of training meant we did not have to take our children out of their existing school; my husband could continue with his job; I could carry on working part time as a School Nursing support worker and as a carer and I could continue to attend and work in my local parish Church. 
I found the whole theological training process has enormously strengthened my faith and calling. By following Gods calling, being obedient and trusting in Him, I have been given great strength and courage.











