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1. Apologies
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The meeting opened with a prayer.

2.     Approval of minutes of the meeting held on 20th September 2011
    
The minutes were accepted and signed as a true record. 
3.
Matters arising 
       5.    Healing Task Group Terms of reference have now been finalised and the diocesan

               retreat at Wydale booked. Janet Morley will lead the retreat.
       6.    DCM terms of reference have been submitted to Bishop’s Council for approval. Once

               approved, they will be circulated to members of DCM and given to future members.

              Adrian Alker circulated copies of the latest Council for Mission digest. It was agreed that 

              this  should be sent electronically to Deanery Secretaries for distribution. They will have 

              details of those without email addresses for hard copy distribution. The Board of 

              Education were pleased to receive this summary. 

      7.     Schedule for 2012/13 This would act as an Aide Memoir to the group. Time restrictions

         and the number of task groups to be covered required two groups to be covered per

         evening. However only one would be covered in detail; the other would require only

         an update of recent developments. There would be flexibility in the schedule.

     4. ii.    Human Sexuality group. After discussion about widening the membership of the  

   group, it was reported that Gabrielle Syme had invited James Barnett to attend. A     

   short discussion followed about widening the scope further to include our Methodist 

                partners. This will need to be discussed with the chair of the group. Liz  Smith will be 

                able to suggest some contacts.

4.      Diocese Commission Draft Scheme. Following a discussion and gathering of comments on
          the revised scheme, it was agreed that DCM would make a constructive response to the 

          Preparation group chaired by Bishop John and also to the consultation exercise. Adrian 

          Alker would collate and consolidate all the comments made during the discussion and  

          after members had made their comments to Adrian. 

          Those comments should be sent to Adrian/Sue Rusholme as soon as possible. The

         response to the Preparation group would also be prepared by Adrian Alker(and others) and 

         would celebrate what already works well and make suggestions as to how we see this 

         being taken forward.

5.      Disability and Access policy. This and other diocesan policies are in the process of being 

         updated. This is timely in view of the Social Model of disability which advises on language

         to be used and avoided . Lynette Barnes will send a copy to Sue Rusholme for circulation

         to members. It was agreed to encourage the convening of a group across the diocese of

         Wakefield, Bradford and Ripon and Leeds, to also consult our Covenant Partners, Disability 

         Chaplains and Phil Hopkins the Manager at Henshaw’s Arts and Craft Centre.
6.     Bishop’s Council.  In a document entitled Revitalising Arrangements for the Bishop’s 

        Council and Standing Committee, a schedule of presentations had been put together

         for 2012. DCM is to present to Bishop’s Council on 23rd April. This is an opportunity to

         make a dynamic and creative statement about the role and work of DCM. It was agreed  

         that Bishop’s Council should receive the minutes of DCM meetings and not just the digest.

7.     Diocesan Council for Social Concern – trustee nomination. DCM has been asked to give

         approval for the appointing of Adrian Lodge as a trustee. A discussion was held regarding 

         the nomination and appointment process. It was agreed that DCM give approval for this 

         appointment but Adrian Alker would raise DCM’s suggestions regarding the process. An 

         official confirmation will be sent.

8.    Whitkirk deanery representation. Adrian Alker  will contact the Area Dean and lay chair to

       seek a replacement for Sylvia Earle who had moved out of the area. A letter of thanks will be

       sent to Sylvia for her contribution to the work of the DCM.

9.  Away Morning. To be held at Gracious Street Methodist Church,  Knaresborough on 25th 

     February 2012. MRT had suggested that Chris Howson, author of Just Church, be invited to

     speak. Philip Bee to be invited as a guest to inform our thinking. A list of books and articles to

     be read prior to the day will be circulated. It was  agreed that Tim Hurren,  Adrian Aker, 

     Kathryn Fitzsimons and Lynette Barnes are to meet with Chris to discuss the format for the 

     day.

10.  AOB Adrian Alker confirmed the invitation to the DCM from Bishop John for supper at 

                Hollin House on Monday 28th May at 7pm.
                 A letter had been received via the Diocesan Secretary from the Church of England 

                 Prison Fellowship requesting that they be invited to present details of their work 

                 highlighting the many problem areas. Adrian Alker will commend this to Area Deans 

                 for presentation at deanery synod meetings; but also suggested that DCM consider 

                 working together on presenting a conference raising significant ethical issues around 

                 social and economic factors leading to crime and the pastoral and spiritual dimension 

                 in this. This idea was welcomed.

                Tim Hurren has been invited by the Archbishop of York to a consultation

                Entitled ‘Towards the re-evangelism of the North of England’. Tim will report

                back at the next meeting.                      
The next meeting is on Wednesday 15th February 2012 at Holy Trinity, Ripon. Please send your apologies by Monday 13th February to assist with catering.

Away Morning Saturday 25th February 2012 at Gracious Street Methodist Church Knaresborough
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