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The Wor His Hon S P Grenfell
Chancellor Diocese of Ripon and Leeds
The Queen’s Jubilee celebrations

Church towers and Beacons

There has been a suggestion that it might be appropriate to light beacons on church towers as part of the Jubilee celebrations.  In order to inform any parish which may be planning their own celebrations, I have decided to issue the following guidelines.

My permission to light a beacon on a church tower would be required by Faculty. Before such permission can be granted the parish would have to satisfy me that the project was subject to an acceptable plan and risk assessment. 

Currently I cannot envisage a plan to light a beacon on a church tower that was anything other than a risk to people and building.  In simple terms the default is likely to be a refusal of permission.  I can say that my fellow Chancellors at their annual meeting in November were seriously concerned at the suggestion.  The idea of lighting beacons across the country will of course make a traditional and fitting expression of celebration. However, I should encourage the selection of suitable sites other than church towers.

Therefore, I anticipate that, if a parish does wish to pursue the possibility of doing so, careful consideration should be given to the potential risks involved in taking the necessary equipment onto the tower and in lighting it.  I shall, of course, give equally careful consideration to any plan and risk assessment that a parish wishes to put before me and to any reasons given in support.  

I am content to reduce the formalities to the minimum for the application of a Faculty to light a beacon on a church tower:

· The fee for issuing the Petition will be waived.

· The requirement for a public notice will be waived.

· The question of permission will be decided on written representations only.

· The written representations must accompany the Petition.

· The Archdeacon may make written representations in response within 14 days.

· The decision will be communicated within 28 days of the lodging of the Petition.

Simon Grenfell

Chancellor of the Diocese

13th February 2012
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