Safeguarding Newsletter July 2010
As you will know the government announced a review of the Registration scheme for those working with children and with vulnerable adults. At the moment we have no idea when that review will be completed. However, it is important to be clear that other aspects of the legislation and the Independent  Safeguarding Authority’s role remain in place. 

#
It is a criminal offence for barred individuals to apply to work with children or vulnerable adults in a wider range of posts than previously.

#
Employers face criminal sanctions for knowingly employing a barred individual

#
the previous barred lists have been replaced by two barred lists administered by the ISA 

#
employers, local authorities, professional regulators and inspection bodies are now under a duty to refer to ISA any information about an individual where they consider them to have caused harm or pose a risk of harm to vulnerable groups

CRB Checks
The CRB has recently supplied the Diocese with the new CRB application forms in readiness for the now cancelled launch on July 26th. Although this has been halted, the CRB will still launch the new application forms on July 26th. All applications for CRBs through the Diocese must now be made on the new forms.

The new forms do contain some sections concerning ISA applications. The CRB will for the time being ignore those sections when processing the CRB application.
Please note :

 Section A Question 28 “Do you have an ISA registration number?” will not be a mandatory  field (question) and can be omitted.

Section X Question 61 “Position applied for” only the first 30 characters of this field will be recognised (read by the computer) as is the case  with the current form. It is therefore very important that you include the vital terms when describing your post, such as children’s  worker, children and family worker, pastoral worker with vulnerable adults, etc in the 30 characters.
Section X Questions 64 and 65  “Are you entitled to know whether the applicant is registered to work with children /vulnerable adults?” continue to answer YES so that the CRB will also check the relevant barred lists.
Do not complete those sections of the form concerning registration with ISA until we send out further information.

Currently the fee for CRB will continue to be £36 for paid staff and free for volunteers. 

The new forms will begin to be processed on July 26th so if you are doing a CRB application now there will be a delay of a few weeks, but this will disappear when the small backlog is cleared.

The CRB continues to be our best source of information about an individual’s history and will continue to be used. The postponement of the Registration scheme does not alter this. It is vital that parishes continue to use this system, particularly as it is the only means whereby you can establish whether an individual is barred, and thus satisfy your legal duty.
 The Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser, Sue Booth, 0113 275 5266 and the CRB administrator for your Diocese are available for any queries you may have. When we receive further information about the ISA Registration scheme, we will send further information and arrange information sharing events.
Sue Booth, Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser.
