Section 1 - Introduction

In 2006, the Church of England published “Promoting a Safe Church: the policy for safeguarding adults in the Church of England”. This is a very welcome development in our mission to make Church a safe place for all. The Diocese has a well-established safeguarding policy and guidelines for children and young people: “Taking Care”. The issue of safeguarding adults, and particularly vulnerable adults, is one which has frequently arisen in training events for safeguarding children.

“Promoting a Safe Church” is a policy which is keen to recognise that we all are, at some times in our lives, vulnerable, and that we are all potential victims of the abuse of power. While the policy takes into account the different needs and concerns for those with disabilities or with specific vulnerabilities, this policy is one which promotes the safeguarding of all. It is important not to divide people into those who need to be protected, and those who do the protecting: we all share common vulnerabilities and the potential for being harmed. This is why the Church has not called this policy the Vulnerable Adults policy, but rather is concerned with the concept that Safeguarding is a policy for us all.

The following Guidelines and advice on implementation is informed largely by the national document “Promoting a Safe Church”. It has also been informed by our “Taking Care” handbook, the Church of England document “Responding to Domestic Abuse”,  and government guidance in “Safeguarding Adults: a national framework of standards and good practice in adult protection work”. We have also borne in mind the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland report “Time for Action”, concerned with the Churches’ response to those who have been sexually abused in a church context.

We have been slow to recognise that abuse of children does take place in a church context. It is, still to some extent, something we would prefer not to recognise. This is even more the case with the recognition that adults too can be, and are, abused within a church setting. In the government document “Safeguarding Adults”, it affirms that, ‘all adults should be able to retain independence, well being and choice, and to access their human right to live a life that is free from abuse and neglect’. The Church is also committed to this aim: it is incumbent on all of us working with adults in any sort of pastoral relationship to have at heart this message.

This policy is only words until it is put into place in parishes. The implementation therefore places responsibilities on parishes which are set out later in the guidelines. These are parallel to many of  those required by the “Taking Care” policy. We are aware that training and assistance will be needed, and suitable training for those undertaking a Safe Church role in parishes will be offered this year. We hope that this will be welcomed as an opportunity to ensure that our churches really are safe places for us all. 
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