Churchyard RegulationsPRIVATE 

1.
Management and Maintenance of the Churchyard

a)
The PCC which, under the Parochial Church Councils (Powers) Measure 1956, is responsible for the care and maintenance of the churchyard, is encouraged to make its own rules to meet the needs of the local situation. Such rules must not be contrary to these Regulations without the authority of a faculty.


b)
No scheme for the removal of gravestones or monuments or other alterations of the churchyard may be undertaken, neither may individual stones be moved, without the authority of a faculty.  Subject thereto the surface of the churchyard shall be kept level and free from grave mounds as far as possible so that the grass may be cut by machine.


c)
Spring flowering bulbs and small plants may be planted in the turf of any grave provided that they do not interfere with the cutting of the grass of the churchyard by machine.


d)
Wreaths and flowers may be laid direct on any grave or set in a vase container provided in accordance with these Regulations.  Withered wreaths and flowers should be removed.


e)
No artificial flowers are allowed.


f)
If a monument has a built-in flower container which ceases to be used for 12 months or more, the PCC may insert a stopper of similar stone in the hole.

2.
Burial in the Churchyard

a)
The parishioners (including all those on the Church Electoral Roll) and others who die in the parish have a right of burial in the churchyard if there is one and if there is room.


b)
With the consent of the PCC the incumbent or priest-in-charge may also grant permission for the burial therein of other persons at his discretion.


c)
A grave space may be reserved by faculty but not otherwise.


d)
Neither the reservation of a grave space, nor the exercise of a right of burial, nor the erection of a monument confers any right of ownership upon the relatives of the deceased or upon any other person in respect of any part of the churchyard.  The whole churchyard is vested in the incumbent alone, and the erection of any monument is a privilege.  Monuments remain the property of 'the heirs at law' who are therefore responsible for maintaining such monuments.  Once a monument has been introduced into a churchyard, it can only be removed by faculty.

3.
The Powers of the Incumbent/Priest-in-Charge

a)
The incumbent of a benefice or priest-in-charge is hereby authorised under delegated powers from the Chancellor of the Diocese to permit the placing of a monument in the churchyard provided that:



(i)
the monument accords with these Regulations, and



(ii)
the proposed monument is considered suitable for the particular churchyard by the incumbent or priest-in-charge.



Other than above, any proposed works in the churchyard require the authority of a faculty granted by the Chancellor of the Diocese.


b)
This delegated authority does not relate to monuments proposed to be erected within the church itself.


c)
Every application to erect or place anything whatsoever or to do any works in the churchyard shall in the first place be made in writing to the incumbent or priest-in-charge stating a full description of the proposed works including (as may be appropriate) designs, measure​ments, inscriptions and any other particulars.  Applications for the erection of gravestones shall be made on the form issued by the Diocese and available from the incumbent.  In any case where the authority of a faculty is required application shall be made by petition to the Registrar of the Consistory Court of the Diocese.


d)
Nothing shall be erected or placed nor any work be done in the churchyard until such application has received the consent of the incumbent or priest-in-charge in writing, or until a faculty has been received, as the case may be.

4.
Monuments

a)
Design



(i)
Headstones shall not be larger than 48 inches high, 36 inches wide and 6 inches thick nor less than 30 inches high, 15 inches wide and 3 inches thick except in case of slate memorials which may be thinner but no less that 1½ inches thick.  A headstone should be bedded straight into the ground at a sufficient depth to ensure stability or may be fixed into a foundation (which may be of any suitable material, and need not be of natural quarried material) which is set 1 inch below ground level and extends 3 inches to 6 inches all round so that a mower may pass freely over it.




(a) Note - A base forming an integral part of a headstone is permitted, though not recommended, and in any case must be of the same material as the headstone and must not project more than 4 inches beyond the headstone in any direction.




(b) Headstones need not be restricted to a rectangular shape and curved tops are preferable to straight-edged ones.



(ii)
Horizontal ledgers are permitted provided they are either flush with the turf or raised not more than 9 inches above a foundation which is set 1 inch below ground level and extends 3 inches to 6 inches all round.  Inclusive measurements of any ledger shall not be more than 84 inches by 36 inches.



(iii)
If it is desired to erect a cross, other than a simple wooden cross not more than 30 inches high, it should be individually designed and the authority of a faculty is required.  In the petition the reasons why this supreme Christian symbol is desired must be stated.



(iv)
Raised kerbs, railings, paving, plain or coloured chippings, built-in vase containers (save as are permitted in the foundation stone in Regulation 4 (a) (v)), figure statuary, etched or sculptured features (such as open books, bird baths, hearts, horse​shoes), cameos, portraiture or photographs are not permitted.



(v)
If it is desired to provide a flower container this may be set in the ground at the head of the grave or in the foundation stone (in which case it should be flush with the top of the stone, and may extend up to 8" in front of the headstone).  The container must be made of unpolished aluminium and must be removable.


b)
Materials



(i)
All monuments must be made of teak or oak or of natural stone, which should preferably be York sandstone.  Where York sandstone has been predominantly used in the past in a particular church​yard, or part of a churchyard, no other stone is permitted.


(ii)
In other cases monuments should be made of local stone wherever possible.  The Diocesan Advisory Committee maintains a list of stones suitable for use in the Diocese.  A copy of this list is obtainable from the incumbent or is available from the Secretary, the Diocesan Advisory Committee, Ripon & Leeds Diocesan Office, St Mary's Street, Leeds LS9 7DP.



(iii)
No monument shall be constructed of granite, marble, synthetic stone or plastic.  All monuments should be dressed smooth.


c)
Polishing/Carving



(i)
Polishing shall not be greater than that required to produce a good smooth finish and must be confined to the face of the monument.  Mirror polishing of any part of any stone is not allowed.



(ii)
Carving may be allowed but the design must be submitted with the application form.


d)
Inscriptions



(i)
Lettering must be incised, must not be filled and may be tinted a tone lighter or a tone darker than the natural colour of the stone, but not in gold.



(ii)
No advertisement or trademark shall be inscribed on a gravestone.  The mason's name may be inscribed at the side or the reverse of a headstone in unpainted and unfilled letters no larger than a half inch in height.

5.
Cremated Remains

a)
Unless cremated remains are interred in an existing grave they must be interred in a part of the churchyard specifically reserved for the purpose.  The reservation of a part of the churchyard for this purpose requires the authority of a faculty.


b)
Where an area of the churchyard has been set aside by faculty for the interment of cremated remains, properly bedded tablets of stone laid flush with the surrounding ground and not exceeding 12" x 18" may be allowed, but it is generally desirable that no memorial stone should be erected on the space of the interment.  Details should be recorded in a Book of Remembrance kept in the church.

6.
Gravestones of The Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Gravestones provided by The Commonwealth War Graves Commission are of distinctive design and dimensions to indicate their special nature.  The standard dimensions are 2'8" high and 1'3" broad.  These are permitted without the need for a faculty.  In locating these distinctive stones care should be taken to see that they do not conflict with older memorials of different proportions.

7.
Legal Reservations

a)
The above Regulations shall take effect subject to any licences, faculties, decrees, orders or regulations, whether particular or general, which have been or may be made and issued from time to time by the Chancellor of the Consistory Court of the Diocese.


b)
The authority of a faculty is required for any proposals which do not comply with these regulations.

8.
Revocation Short Title Extent and Operation

a)
These Regulations supersede all previous rules and regulations which are hereby revoked.


b)
The Regulations may be cited as the Ripon Diocesan Churchyard Regulations 1989.


c)
These Resolutions, which are mandatory, will come into force on the first day of May 1989 and will remain effective until revoked.

Issued on the Fourteenth day of April 1989

His Honour Judge S Grenfell QC

Diocesan Chancellor


