The Ministry of Deliverance

Sometimes in pastoral ministry, clergy are contacted by people disturbed by events and phenomena difficult to explain - a place may feel haunted or have a strange oppressive atmosphere; place memories from the past may be triggered or poltergeist activity experienced; people who have dabbled in occult practices can find their homes or workplaces disturbed; people under great stress or life trauma often become sensitive to troubling memories and sometimes frightening unexpected happenings. Often people in these situations ask the Church to help and heal the situation even if they have little connection with the Church.
Most of these disturbances can be calmed and people reassured by meeting up and hearing the story. Often there is no rational explanation and it is impossible to understand what is going on or what has triggered things off. Keeping calm and not over-reacting can bring peace. Blessing the house using resources from Common Worship Pastoral Services "Prayers for Protection and Peace", using words of Jesus from the Gospels, sprinkling the place with Holy Water, anointing people with oil of the sick blessed by the Bishop, and leaving a Christian symbol - cross, icon, palm etc can all be signs of the presence of the Risen Christ and bring his peace. Sustained pastoral care and follow up to those who ask our help can bring comfort and encouragement and can sometimes lead to a growth in faith and commitment to Christ 
The Reverend Canon Paul Greenwell, Precentor at Ripon Cathedral is the Bishop's Adviser on Deliverance Ministry and is happy to give advice by telephone or email to Diocesan Clergy on how they can help their people by this ministry of healing. 
It is probably best not to give his details to parishioners directly but he is very willing to resource and advise those clergy giving continued pastoral support.

He can be contacted on 01765 603462 or canonpaul@riponcathedral.org.uk 
+ John Ripon and Leeds 
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