  Regulations on Worship and Preaching 
Worship and preaching need to be set in the context of the ministry of all God's people. It is the whole people of God who tell the story of salvation and who bear witness to God's love in Jesus Christ.  Both worship and preaching have to be set within the Church's mission to the whole creation.  Because both liturgy and the proclamation of God's word in preaching are central to the way in which God's people are shaped, there needs to be proper authorisation for these elements of the Church's mission. 

At the present moment the Church of England is in a phase of great change.  There is a much wider understanding of the involvement of all God's people in the life and mission of the Church.  There is also the movement towards a more informal setting for worship and preaching.  In this situation, there is a need to know the boundaries which have to be observed.  I am therefore circulating the following guidelines so that we can be clear about authorisation and boundaries. 

(a)    Only those ordained priest in the Anglican Communion may celebrate an Anglican Eucharist. Strictly according to the Canons they may do this only in authorised buildings but I give general permission to all ordained clergy to celebrate also in homes of parishioners and elsewhere as needs arise. Clergy and ministers of other traditions may celebrate in Anglican buildings but at the moment the rule is that the tradition of the service is designated by the tradition of the celebrating minister.  Thus if a Methodist minister celebrates a service in an Anglican building it is a Methodist Eucharist.

Incumbents have authority to invite any ordained Anglican priest to celebrate or preach over a three week period.  For a period longer than this the Bishop's permission is required.

The Church of England welcomes communicant members of churches which are in association with it through Churches Together in England to receive at Anglican Eucharists.  It also encourages members of Anglican congregations to receive from ministers in these traditions. 

(b)    Only those with the Bishop's Licence may preach regularly in Church of England services.  This includes clergy, Readers and licensed lay workers.  It also includes those who have Permission to Officiate and those who are authorised to preach in their own denominations. Readers in training and ordinands may also be given permission to preach regularly.  For those in training such preaching has to be properly supervised. 

(c)    There is no difficulty in a lay member of a congregation giving an occasional talk - perhaps once a year.  Special events, such as Harvest or Education Sunday are opportunities for lay people with particular experience to preach.  However, regular preaching does require the Bishop's Licence.  Those who are not licensed or given Permission to Officiate are not authorised to preach. 

(d)    The Church of England is moving towards flexibility in its liturgy and worship.  Many family services are constructed with material from "New Patterns for Worship" and may draw material from a variety of sources.  Such services need to be under the authority of the incumbent, who should be responsible for each act of worship.  This does not mean that he or she has to lead it.  It may be led by lay people, whether clergy or Readers are present or not.  However, the incumbent needs to see any order of service ahead of time to agree its contents and to ensure that those who are taking part receive appropriate training and supervision.  In a vacancy this responsibility falls on the Rural Dean. 

I hope that these guidelines allow an element of flexibility, whilst still retaining proper authority within the diocese.
+John Ripon and Leeds 
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