Ordination Service 
The Ordination of a Priest in the Parish
Notes for Guidance

THE THREEFOLD MINISTRY

(
The Church of England maintains the historic threefold ministry of bishops, priests and deacons.  Its ministers are ordained by bishops according to authorized forms of service, with prayer and the laying on of hands (see Canons C1-C4).

THE TEXT

(
The text of the service, as in the template, should be printed in full with the addition of hymns and chosen alternatives.  A final hymn may be added either before the blessing as in Common Worship or between the blessing and dismissal or the final option would be to have it after the dismissal (providing the dismissal wasn't from the back of the church).
(
The pages should be numbered (as in the template).

(
A full draft copy of the service should be sent to the archdeacon and ordaining bishop at least 3 weeks before the ordination.

(
The template has been prepared in the singular with he/she options.  This should be personalised with the name of the ordinand and the appropriate gender changes.  In the case of more than one ordinand the text will require changes to accommodate the plural.

(
If anointing is to be included please amend the text accordingly (see below).

THE SERVICE

(
The Deacon: the deacon of the rite may

▪
carry the Book of the Gospels into the assembly,


▪
read the Gospel,


▪
sing or say the Ordination Litany,


▪
prepare the table and the gifts,


▪
assist with the Breaking of the Bread and the distribution,


▪
supervise the ablutions,


▪
dismiss the assembly.

(
The Readings:  at least one of the readings should be read by a layperson.


The following readings are particularly appropriate for the ordination of priests:


Old Testament: Isaiah 52.7-10; Isaiah 61.1-3; Jeremiah 31:31-34


Psalm: 99; 103.17-end; 118.19-26; 119.33-40; 145.1-7,21


New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5.17-6.2; Ephesians 4.7-16; 1 Timothy 4.6-16; Titus 1.5-9


Gospel: Matthew 9.35-10.1[,5-16]; Matthew 28.16-20; John 10.1-16; John 20.19-23

· Alternatively, the readings of the day may be used, especially on a Principal Feast or a Festival.


The bishop who presides at the service may choose other readings suitable to the occasion.

(
The Music: music may be chosen by the deacon and/or the training incumbent.  Choir/music group items are best used during the administration, otherwise the service becomes overlong.

(
Anointing:  anointing may be added after the Ordination Prayer and before the giving of the Bible.  No other symbols should be used in the service.


Please insert the following text before the Welcome.


Anointing


The bishop will anoint the palms of the hands of the newly ordained priest saying


May God,


who anointed the Christ with the Holy Spirit at his baptism,


anoint and empower you to reconcile and bless his people.

(
The Sermon: the training incumbent is expected to preach.  The sermon should be no longer than 10 minutes.

(
The Collection: the collection taken at the ordination should be sent to the Diocesan Ordination Candidates Fund.
(
The Litany : the Litany should always be part of the service but could be read by more than one person.

(
Vesture: vesture for the deacon to be ordained priest is either a cassock, surplice and white stole, or alb and white stole, depending upon the customary vesture for the parish church.  The stole will be adjusted from deacon to priest position after the ordination prayer.  Other clergy may use their own traditional style for Eucharist, with a white stole.

(
Movement: either the candidate should be led into the ordination by the archdeacon or the candidate may begin the service sitting with people from the parish in which they are serving their curacy. Please ensure that the candidate is visible to the congregation at the point of ordination.  It may be helpful if only closest colleagues and friends assisted at the laying on of hands.
(
Concelebration: neither the candidate nor visiting clergy will concelebrate with the Bishop.

(
Consideration needs to be given to the overall timing, length of hymns, numbers with regard to seating and those to be robed, and organize the administration of communion accordingly.

Any queries should be raised with the archdeacon.  The archdeacon will organize a rehearsal for those concerned.

Further reading that might be helpful:-

Ordination Services Study Edition

A Practical Guide p 155 – 197

Church House Publishing 2007
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