Celebration of Ministry; order of service (and guidelines including policy re collections)
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DIOCESE OF RIPON & LEEDS

CELEBRATION 

OF MINISTRY 

in the Parish of ...

The Institution [or Collation] and Induction [or Licensing] of ...

By John/James
Bishop of Ripon & Leeds/Knaresborough

[Date]

Celebration of Ministry

About this service

This act of worship is a celebration of ministry.  It marks the beginning of the public ministry of [a new Minister and his/her family at St X]  and a further stage in the story of this congregation.  As the mission and ministry in the Church is the responsibility of all the baptised people of God it is appropriate that both the people and [Name as] the new Minister come together with the Bishop to offer themselves afresh to God in the service of his mission in the world.

The worship has a number of distinct elements:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
the Gathering of the people

· the Presentation of the new Minister

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
the Ministry of the Word

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
the Dedication to a Shared Ministry

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
the Institution and Induction or Licensing and Installation

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
the Welcome

· the Prayers

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
the Dismissal

Before the service you may want to spend a few moments in prayer:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
remember with thanksgiving all who have worshipped and ministered here in the past

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
pray for the present congregation 

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
pray for the new Minister (and family)

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
pray for the local community served by this church

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
pray for your own involvement in the life and witness of the Church 

Almighty God,

who sent your Holy Spirit to be the light and life of your Church:

open our hearts to the riches of his grace,

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace, 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.

Order of Service
The Gathering

1.

Hymn and entry


All remain standing.

2.

Bishop


The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 


with you 

And also with you.


The Bishop may add words of greeting

3.

Bishop

Father, as we rejoice in the gift of your presence among us,


let the light of your love always shine in our hearts


and your praises ever be on our lips:


Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


Blessed be God for ever!


The congregation sits.

The Presentation

4.

The new Minister is presented to the Bishop by those who have been 


 involved in the selection.


Bishop N., we have come to welcome and present N, who has been 

called and chosen to serve as ......of ..... (name of  parish).  We 

believe that N. has 
been prayerfully and lawfully selected.


Patron


I present to you N.


Bishop


I thank you and all those who with prayer have been involved in the 

calling of  N. to minister in this parish/benefice.

N, are you willing, in the presence of this congregation, to commit 

yourself to this new responsibility?


I am. 

5.
The Bishop addresses the congregation:


People of this benefice and friends, are you willing to support N. as 
he/she ministers in this place?


We are.

6.

Bishop or Registrar

The Church of England is part of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, worshipping the one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer, and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. N. in the declaration you are about to make, will you 
affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making him known to those in your care?

7.

Minister


I, N. do so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief in the faith which is 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds and to which the historic formularies of the Church of England bear witness; 
and in public prayer and administration of the sacraments, I will use only the forms of service which are authorised or allowed by Canon.

8.

Registrar


I now request you to take the Oaths which are required by law:

9.

Minister (turning to face the congregation)

I, N. Clerk, do swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to 

Her 
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth the Second, her heirs and successors 

according to law.


So help me God.


(turning to face the Bishop)

I, N. Clerk, do swear by Almighty God that I will pay true and canonical obedience to the Bishop of Ripon and Leeds and his successors in all things lawful and honest.


So help me God.


The Declaration and the Oaths are signed.
10.

The Bishop asks the congregation to stand.


Let us then offer our thanks and prayers for all God's people, for those 
who have served here in the past, and especially for N (and his/her 

family) as he/she begins his/her ministry among you. 



Silent prayer.

Bishop and congregation say together:


God our Father, Lord of all the world,


through your Son you have called us into the fellowship

of your universal Church:

hear our prayer for your faithful people

that in their vocation and ministry

each may be an instrument of your love,

and give to your servant N. the needful gifts of grace;


through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.  Amen


The Bishop asks the congregation to sit.

The Ministry of the Word

11.

The Reading  ......


Reader: 
This is the word of the Lord


All:

Thanks be to God

12.

The Sermon


(after the sermon there will be time for quiet reflection)

13.

Hymn

Dedication to a Shared Ministry


The congregation sits

14.

Bishop

The ministry of God’s people is a shared ministry. It is a ministry shared by the Father with Jesus Christ and shared by Jesus Christ with his Church, empowered by the Holy Spirit. I therefore invite you to dedicate yourselves in partnership with N. to the care and service of the people in this place. Together we will proclaim the gospel of Christ in the word and sacrament.

Appropriate symbols of our shared ministry, which may have local significance, are presented. In each case, after the symbol is presented a related sentence of Scripture is read by the Area Dean, an invitation is offered and the minister and congregation respond. 

Offering Worship to God

15. A symbol is presented by one or more members of the congregation, 

saying:

Join with us as we seek to offer worship worthy of God.

The Area Dean reads an appropriate sentence of Scripture.

A Church member offers an appropriate invitation


The new Minister and congregation respond

Serving the Community

16.

A symbol is presented by one or more members of the congregation, saying:


Join with us as we seek to serve our community


The Area Dean reads an appropriate sentence of scripture.

A Church Member offers an appropriate invitation

The new Minister and congregation respond.

Sharing the Good News

17. A symbol is presented by one or more members of the congregation,

saying:



Join with us as we seek to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 


The Area Dean reads an appropriate sentence of scripture.

A Church Member offers an appropriate invitation

The new Minister and congregation respond

18.

Hymn
The Institution/Collation or Licensing

19.

The congregation remains standing.

20.

The Bishop sits and the new Minister kneels before him.

21.

The Bishop reads the Deed of Institution/Collation or Licence, the new     


 Minister holding it with both hands.


Bishop


N. receive the cure of souls, which is both yours and mine; in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.

22.
The Bishop blesses the new Minister.

The Induction and/or Installation


Sections 23 - 28 are omitted at a Licensing

[23.
The Bishop instructs the Archdeacon:


Archdeacon, I ask you to induct N into the real, actual and corporal 
possession of this/these Church(es) and  Benefice and to support and 

defend him/her so inducted.

24.

The procession moves to the main door of the church


(a short hymn may be sung).

25.

The congregation turn to face the door.

26.

Archdeacon


By direction of the Bishop, I induct you into the real, actual and 

corporeal possession of the parish church(es) and benefice of…….

with all the rights, privileges and responsibilities belonging to them.

27.
 To signify the Induction, the Minister places their hand on the door handle and  proceeds to ring the bell.         

28.

The procession returns to the front of the congregation.]
The Installation

29.
Where there is no Induction, the Bishop instructs the Archdeacon:


Archdeacon, I ask you to install N as (Priest in Charge etc) of 

this/these Church(es) and  Benefice and to support and defend 

him/her so installed.

30.

The Archdeacon installs the new Minister.


Archdeacon

N. I place you in the stall of the ...... of this parish/benefice.  The Lord 

guard you and keep you in your going out and your coming in, now and always.


Amen.

The Welcome

31.
The Bishop invites the congregation to stand.


Bishop
I present to you N.  your new Rector/Vicar/Priest in Charge.


All

We welcome you.

32.
The congregation sits. 


The Archdeacon and then the Churchwardens welcome the new 

Minister. 

One Churchwarden invites by name representatives of the local 

community to come forward and offer their formal welcome.

The new Minister responds to the welcome.

33.
Hymn or Anthem may be sung

The Prayers

All kneel or sit and a short silence is kept.

34.
The new Minister leads the people in prayer:


Minister

There are varieties of gifts:


All


but the same Spirit.


Minister

There are varieties of service:


All


but the same Lord.


Minister

There are different kinds of working:


All


but the same God is at work in all.

34.

The  prayers follow, which may include this response:


Minister

Jesus Lord of the Church,


All


in your mercy hear us.

35.  
The Minister introduces the Lord's Prayer with the following or other      



suitable words:


Minister

Let us pray for the coming of God's kingdom 






in the words of our Saviour:


All


Our Father who art... ( or )  Our Father in 










heaven...

At the end of the prayers the Minister announces the forthcoming services and the final hymn.

36.

Hymn
(A collection is taken for the Diocesan Ordination Candidates' Fund to be used to help ordinands and their families during training.)

The Dismissal


The congregation remains standing.

37.

Minister

There is one body, one Spirit, one hope in 






God's call:


All


one Lord, one faith, one baptism.


Minister

There is one God and Father of all:


All


to whom Christ ascended on high.


Minister

And through his Spirit he gives us his gifts:


All


to equip his people for ministry.

38.

Bishop

May almighty God,





stir up in you the gifts of his grace,





sustain each one of you in your own ministry;





and the blessing ...

39.

Minister

Go in the peace of Christ


All


Thanks be to God

40. The Processions leave with the new Minister accompanying the 

Bishop.
Notes
1.
Some the expressions used in this service:

Institution [or, if the Bishop is patron of the living, collation] is the act whereby, having made the required declaration and oaths, a new incumbent is admitted by the Bishop to the 'cure of souls'.  

[Where the minister is not being appointed to the freehold or benefice, this is a licensing of a Priest-in-charge]

In the case of an incumbent, induction by the Archdeacon legally transfers actual possession of the church and benefice to the minister.  

Installation  publicly places the new minister in his or her seat in the chancel, from where, as the first act of ministry in that place, he or she leads the people in prayer. 

This order of service has been prepared by the Ripon and Leeds Diocese ( 2001.

Please take this order of service away with you as a reminder of 

this special occasion.

APPENDIX

Guidance in the construction of Dedication to a Shared Ministry with resource material.

The Area Dean should work with appropriate members of the parish (who may be the Churchwardens or Readers) and the new Minister to construct this section of the service. 

· Please be sure to observe the threefold structure and use the given headings. 

· Please be as creative and imaginative as you wish and as you judge workable. The symbols and material you use may be general (as with the examples listed in the next section), but there may be local emphases within any one of the headings, reflecting the real mission interests and priorities of the parish. Reference might helpfully be made to the section 11 Statement of Needs. Contextualization will more readily help people to get the point and to make connections.

E.g. under Worship if the church has a choir or music group, the symbol might be a short worship song. It could be the offering of locally sourced bread and wine. If there is a dance group, it might perform a short worship dance, or the children might make and parade banners with acclamations/alleluias/titles of Jesus/attributes of God (Faithful, Holy, Merciful…).

E.g. under Serving the community if there are prominent local institutions, like schools, with which the Church is involved, you might ask them to bring a symbols of their work to be presented. This could apply to a wide range of activities, like the Parent & Toddler Group, Groups using the church/hall, tourism group, pastoral group etc. Joint projects with ecumenical partners might be represented.

E.g. under Sharing the good news, there might be a parish magazine which is regarded as an instrument of outreach and you could distribute copies to the congregation. Or there might be an invitation to an Alpha Course which could be passed round. Or there might be pictures from a Mission Weekend which could be displayed. The good news is about hope, new life, fresh starts, freedom, forgiveness, so are there any “real” events in the life of the church or the lives of individuals that can be represented in some way?

Examples of symbols and suitable Scriptural texts:

Silence (Offering Worship)

Be still and know that I am God and I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth. (Ps. 46:10)

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20)

Once again I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with splendour says the Lord of hosts. (Haggai 2:6)

Song (Offering Worship, but n.b. that the song should be short!)

Therefore will I offer in his dwelling an oblation with great gladness; I will sing and make music to the Lord. (Ps. 27:8)

And whenever the living creatures give glory and honour and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives for ever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing, “Worthy art thou, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power..” (Revelation 4:9-11)

Altar (built from perspex or wood or cardboard blocks)
Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared t0o him.  Thence he removed to the mountain on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord, and called on the Name of the Lord. (Genesis 12:7-8))

Incense (Offering Worship)
Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice. (Ps.141:2)

From the rising of the sun to its setting my name is great among the nations, and in every place incense is offered to my name, and a pure offering; for my name is great among the nations, says the Lord of hosts. (Mal. 1:11)

An angel with a golden censer came and stood at the altar; he was given a great quantity of incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar that is before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. (Rev. 8:3,4)

Cross (Sharing the Good News)
Jesus said, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me’. (Lk.9:23)

‘And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ (Jn.12:32)

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. (1Cor.1:18)

May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Gal.6:14)

Candle (Sharing the Good News)
You are the light of the world. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. (Matt.5:14-16)

Jesus is the light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel. (Lk.2:32)

I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life. (Jn.8:12)

Bible (Sharing the Good News)
The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because  if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Rom.10:8,9)

Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. (Rom.10:17)

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Col.3:16-17)

We constantly give thanks to God for this, that when you received the word of God that you heard from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as what it really is, God’s word, which is also at work in you believers. (1Th.2:13)
Copy of the Gospels (Sharing the Good News)

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures. (I Cor. 15:3,4)

These things are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. (John 20:31)

Oil (Serving the Community)
I have exalted one chosen from the people; with my holy oil I have anointed him; my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him.(Ps. 89:19-21)

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard (Ps. 133:1,2)

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. (Lk.4:18-19)

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. (Acts 10:38)

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. (Jas.5:13-14)

Salt (Serving the Community)
You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. (Matt. 5:13)

Conduct yourselves wisely towards outsiders, making the most of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone. (Col.4:5-6)

Examples of invitations offered by a church member after the Area Dean has read the sentence of Scripture (the second is intended to affirm the distinctive role of the ordained within the sharing of ministry):

Offering Worship to God:

Share with us in the joy of worship, the praises of a people in whom God 
delights. Help us to live more deeply in Christ that, nourished by his 
presence, we may grow together in his love and reflect his glory in the 

world.


Or:


Through your ministry of Word and Sacrament, help us to offer 

praise acceptable to God; to grow in faith; and to deepen the 

fellowship of our church.

Or:


Call us to worship so that we may offer praise to God and 

receive the assurance of his grace in our lives.

Serving the local community:

Share with us as we seek to be a serving community, our calling as a 

people in whom God delights.  Help us to demonstrate the compassion 

of Christ that, strengthened by his example, we may be present as salt 

and light in the world.

Or:

Hold us to the vision of a church which exists not serve its own 

interests but to seek the welfare of the community in which it is 

placed.

Sharing the Good News:

Share with us as we respond to the Good News, the message to a 

people in whom God delights. Help us to share Christ's peace with 

those far away and to those who are near that, reconciled in his love, 

we may bring challenge and comfort to the world.


Or:


We invite you to help us enter more fully into the mission of God. 


Encourage us to show and tell the Good News of Jesus to those 

around us.
Minister and congregational responses:

Offering Worship to God:


We are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God; 

We declare the praises of him who called us out of 

darkness into his own marvellous light.

Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name:


Make known his deeds among the peoples.
Serving the local community:


The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve:


To give up his life as a ransom for many.


Let your light so shine before all that they may see your good works


And give thanks to your Father who is in heaven.

Sharing the Good News 

We preach Christ crucified.


Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.


Jesus says, You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you


And you will be my witnesses to the end of the earth


Jesus says, Receive the Holy Spirit;

As the Father sent me, so I send you.

The collections at ordinations, confirmations and licensing services are payable to the DBF.

“It is requested that the offertory at Confirmation services are sent to the Diocesan Office and earmarked for the Ordination Candidates Fund which supports the families of married ordinands during their period of training.  It seems right to distinguish between services which take place on a weekday (when the whole collection might go to the fund) and those which take place on a Sunday (where a parish might retain a portion of the collection to cover its expenses)”

Tax effective giving, by using Gift Aid envelopes supplied by RLDBF (with guidance notes), is encouraged at all ordination, confirmation and licensing services.
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