
Admission of Baptised Children to Holy Communion Regulations 2006
The General Synod hereby makes the following Regulations under paragraph 1(c) of Canon B15A :-

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Admission of Baptised Children to Holy Communion Regulations 2006 and shall come into force on the fifteenth day of June 2006 as appointed by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York 

2. Children who have been baptised but who have not yet been confirmed and who are not yet ready and desirous to be confirmed as required by paragraph 1(a) of Canon B15A may be admitted to Holy Communion provided that the conditions set out in these Regulations are satisfied.

3. Every diocesan bishop may at any time make a direction to the effect that applications from parishes under these Regulations may be made in his diocese.  The bishop’s discretion in this respect shall be absolute, and he may at any time revoke such a direction (without prejudice to the validity of any permissions already granted thereunder).

4. Where a direction under paragraph 3 is in force in a diocese, an incumbent may apply to the bishop for permission that children falling within the definition in paragraph 2 may be admitted to Holy Communion in one or more of the parishes in the incumbent’s charge.  Such application must be made in writing and must be accompanied by a copy of a resolution in support of the application passed by the parochial church council of each parish in respect of which the application is made.

5. Before granting any permission under paragraph 4, the bishop must first satisfy himself (a) that the parish concerned has made adequate provision for preparation and continuing nurture in the Christian life and will encourage any child admitted to Holy Communion under these Regulations to be confirmed at the appropriate time and (b) where the parish concerned is within the area of a local ecumenical project established under Canon B 44, that the other participating Churches have been consulted.

6. The bishop’s decision in relation to any application under paragraph 4 shall be final, but a refusal shall not prevent a further application being made on behalf of the parish concerned, provided that at least one year has elapsed since the most recent previous application was refused.

7. Any permission granted under paragraph 4 shall remain in force unless and until revoked by the bishop.  The bishop must revoke such permission upon receipt of an application for the purpose made by the incumbent.  Such application must be made in writing and accompanied by a copy of a resolution in support of the application passed by the parochial church council of each parish in respect of which the application is made. Otherwise, the bishop may only revoke a permission granted under paragraph 4 if he considers that the conditions specified in paragraph 5 are no longer being satisfactorily discharged. Before revoking any permission on these grounds, the bishop shall first notify the incumbent of his concerns in writing and shall afford the incumbent a reasonable time to respond and, where appropriate, to take remedial action.

8. Where a permission granted under paragraph 4 is in force, the incumbent shall not admit any child to Holy Communion unless he or she is satisfied that (a) the child has been baptised and (b) a person having parental responsibility for the child is content that the child should be so admitted.  Otherwise, subject to any direction of the bishop, it is within the incumbent’s absolute discretion to decide whether, and if so when, any child should first be admitted to Holy Communion.

9. The incumbent shall maintain a register of all children admitted to Holy Communion under these Regulations, and where practicable will record on the child’s baptismal certificate the date and place of the child’s first admission.  If the baptismal certificate is not available, the incumbent shall present the child with a separate certificate recording the same details.

10. A child who presents evidence in the form stipulated in paragraph 9 that he or she has been admitted to Holy Communion under these Regulations shall be so admitted at any service of Holy Communion conducted according to the rites of the Church of England in any place, regardless of whether or not any permission under paragraph 4 is in force in that place or was in force in that place until revoked.

11. These Regulations shall apply to a cathedral as if it were a parish, with the modifications that:

(a) any application under paragraphs 3 or 7 must be made by the dean of the cathedral concerned, accompanied by a copy of a resolution in support of the application passed by the chapter of the cathedral concerned;

(b) the obligations imposed on the incumbent under paragraphs 8 and 9 shall be imposed on the dean of the cathedral concerned.

12. A diocesan bishop may delegate any of his functions under these Regulations (except his functions under paragraph 3) to a person appointed by him for the purpose, being a suffragan or assistant bishop or archdeacon of the diocese.

13. In these Regulations:

(a)  ‘incumbent’, in relation to a parish, includes:

(i)  in a case where the benefice concerned is vacant (and paragraph (ii) below does not apply), the rural dean;

(ii) in a case where a suspension period (within the meaning of the Pastoral Measure 1983) applies to the benefice concerned, the priest-in-charge; and

(iii) in a case where a special cure of souls in respect of the parish has been assigned to a vicar in a team ministry by a Scheme under the Pastoral Measure 1983 or by licence from the bishop, that vicar; and

(b)  references to paragraph numbers are to the relevant paragraph or paragraphs in these Regulations.

The Procedure which a Parish needs to follow

1. Discuss at a PCC meeting
Careful consideration should be given to this important issue.  It will be helpful to include the background information.  It may be helpful to have held a discussion in the standing committee first.

2. Prayer, reflection and discussion
Allow time for people to pray, reflect and discuss.  This will ensure a full debate.

3. At a subsequent PCC meeting

Take the decision, ensuring that there is a majority vote.  (Two thirds vote) of

   members in favour of the move.

4. If your PCC has resolved to proceed you will need to take the following steps:

· Plan a way to involve the whole congregation, give them an opportunity to discover more by “exploring communion” together in groups.
· Consult with childrens’ workers about preparation, seeking appropriate advice.
· The PCC or a sub-committee should consider the implications for the services, the content of the liturgy and the participation of all ages.  Again help and advice should be sought from appropriate advisers.
5. Communicate the planned arrangements to the bishop including a signed copy of your PCC resolution together with details of number present and the voting, ask his permission to proceed.  When this has happened let your congregation know.

6. In the Parish:

· Invite children who are involved with the church, together with their parents, to express their interest in the possibility of receiving communion.

· Provide those who respond with details of the arrangements, any preparation and the ways they can be involved.

· Receive consent forms from the parents

· Arrange for preparation, this should be appropriate to the age of the child

· Arrange the services at which the children who are unconfirmed, will receive for the first time

· Record the names of all the children admitted to communion in a register, presenting them with a certificate and if possible, endorsing their baptism certificate.  First Communion cards are available in shops

· Suggested forms for the admission of children to communion for the first time will be circulated in a forthcoming mailing

7. Arrange to review these procedures and their contribution to the life of the church on a regular basis.

8. When children move away be sure to write letters of commendation to their new parish.

9. Have in place a plan for the on-going nurture for every age and encourage confirmation in due course.

Questions people ask

· Is there anything to be gained by admitting children to communion?

Communion affirms the uniqueness of baptism.  It is not a matter of gain. Baptism gives the right of membership to the Christian Church and affirms the equality of all Christians before God.

· Are children old enough to understand what communion means?
Children can understand the story of the Eucharist, and the sharing of a special meal together in loving fellowship.  Making “understanding” a requirement might well exclude some adults.

· Can children approach the sacrament in a “right” way?
If good clear explanations have been made in preparation and the child is lovingly supported by the congregation, there can be no reason to think that a child’s approach to the sacrament should be any different to an adults.

· What might parents feel about this issue?
Parents and children need to share the preparation.  If parents feel unhappy about admission after explanation and consideration and they prefer the traditional approach, then their feelings must be respected

· Will children “have” to receive?
If children decide that they do not wish to receive, their wishes must be respected.

· What if the family move?
If a clear statement is made about the dual practice of Admission and Confirmation there should be no problem.   Admission needs to be seen in careful preparation, as a shared worship experience and continuing growth for all.  When a family moves parishes they would have a certificate to show in their new parish or the Baptism certificate could be suitably amended.

· What should happen if unprepared children “ask” for communion?
Priests do not always know all the congregation.   Communion is given to those who hold out their hand.  Responsibility must rest with the accompanying parent or adult.  If a child is unaccompanied the priest must use discrection.  This apart it is considered that no harm can be done to the child or the sacrament.

· Will early admission mean that the Bishop will no longer visit the parishes?
There are numerous occasions other than confirmations when a Bishop may visit a parish.

· What will happen to the rite of confirmation?
It will remain as a special rite of mature commitment to a personal faith.

· Should children or unconfirmed members be admitted to Communion if not everyone in the congregation agrees?
Generally speaking a two-thirds majority vote by the PCC is adequate if the congregation has had the opportunity for discussion.

· How old should children be?
Technically, this could take place at whenever baptism takes place.  However, seven is mostly considered the age of discernment.  An age at which a child can understand.  But it would vary from child to child.

· Doesn’t the blessing given to children at the altar rail suffice?

The blessing at the altar rail probably developed as a way of including children and unconfirmed adults in the service.  Do you think it is sufficient.  Would you ask someone to a meal and just give them a blessing?

· Have children asked to be included in receiving communion?
In many places children ask either verbally, or by holding out their hands.  It is known for parents to share the elements with their children.

There will be many other questions. You may wish to extend the list.
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This is to certify that

---------------------------------------------

has been prepared and

admitted to receive Holy Communion

In the parish of

----------------------------------------------------

on -----------------------------------------------

signed ------------------------------------------

Incumbent/Curate

THE DIOCESE OF RIPON AND LEEDS


THE PARISH OF


Has been prepared and admitted to receive Holy Communion in the above parish on       
--------------------------------------

Please would you welcome him/her into your parish and enable him/her to continue to receive Holy Communion

signed ------------------------------------------

Incumbent/Curate

dated --------------

04 06 08


