Environment Policy for the Diocese of Ripon & Leeds
Policy Statement
The Diocese affirms its commitment to the 5th Mark of Mission of the Church,
 which calls upon us ‘to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the earth.’ Through this commitment, the Diocese recognises the need for Christian mission to include a responsibility to love and care for the earth; a duty which has been entrusted to us by God.
The whole of creation belongs to God. The Biblical creation stories affirm the goodness of God’s creation, and define the role of humans within creation as one of stewardship, taking on a privileged responsibility of care for the earth and every living creature. The dominion over the earth given to humans is to be understood not as a right to exploit, but to nurture, protect and manage sensitively. We are called to care for the complex and fragile ecology of the earth, while recognising the need for responsible and sustainable development and the pursuit of social justice.
 The Diocese is, therefore, committed to the ongoing development of theological insights and the practical implications of this understanding of the human role in relation to the earth.
This environment policy provides a framework based upon the above understanding within which we can place our activities within the ongoing life of the Church, including the construction, maintenance and use of church buildings and other church property, and within the individual lifestyles of church members, and this policy is commended for personal and corporate reflection.
The overall objective of this Policy is to promote environmental awareness and active engagement in assessing the environmental impact of all our activities. It invites us to seek to implement ways in which any environmentally damaging impacts of these activities can be minimised or mitigated. The underlying principle is that of sustainability, whereby the needs of the present are met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. Recognition must be given to the global dimension of environmental issues, whereby the most damaging effects of environmental degradation are likely to be felt first and most severely by those who have little responsibility for the causes of the damage. We need to think globally and act locally.
In order to help all members of the Diocese translate these basic principles into action, this Policy identifies the following Guidelines, related to specific aspects of the environment and related church activities. It is intended that these Guidelines be adopted by Diocesan bodies, and they are commended to PCCs and individuals as appropriate.
ENVIRONMENT POLICY GUIDELINES
Awareness and commitment

· to promote environmental awareness throughout the Diocese by the adoption of this Policy, its underlying principles and its objectives.

· to encourage the adoption of environment policies at Deanery and Parish level.

· to ensure that Diocesan employees and office holders are familiar with and implement this Environment Policy and its objectives.

· to ensure that Diocesan activities comply with all relevant environmental regulations.
· to encourage study of the scriptures, Christian tradition and environmental issues with subsequent theological and practical reflection, leading to regular thanksgiving for creation, confession of the sin that damages it and prayer for the natural world and for those involved in its use and care.

· to ensure the mission of the church includes proclamation on environmental concerns in line with the living out of the gospel in people’s lives, and exercising the prophetic voice of the church in support of appropriate environmental action, such that the views of the church are heard and widely understood.

· to encourage people to calculate their own carbon footprint and to take steps to reduce it.

Energy

· to ensure energy is used efficiently and wherever possible to reduce the amount of energy used.
· to discourage wasteful use of energy in all Diocesan buildings and in people’s homes.
· to encourage the increased use of renewable energy, either locally generated or by switching to ‘green tariffs’.

· to encourage lifestyles which are less dependent on the burning of fossil fuels.
Water

· to use water carefully and efficiently, seeking the minimisation of wasteful use.
· to adopt water-saving methods where practical and appropriate.

· to avoid pollutants entering the drainage system and soil.

Waste

· to minimise waste production in all areas of activity and aim for a waste-free environment.
· to encourage investment in longer life goods.

· to encourage the re-use, repair and recycling of materials, including the composting of organic matter.

· to dispose of waste in safe and socially responsible ways.

Travel

· to make every effort to reduce the use of car transport by avoidance of unnecessary travel and by making more use of electronic communication systems.
· to encourage the use of more energy efficient vehicles and forms of transport, and to encourage car sharing where possible.

· to encourage adoption of ways of working within church structures that reduces the need for travel, particularly by car, and to encourage use of public transport and travel by bicycle and on foot.
· to support the expansion of good quality public transport and the provision of improved facilities for cyclists and pedestrians.

· to encourage careful consideration of the environmental impact of all journeys made by air.

Materials, resources and procurement

· to aim to purchase goods which minimise the production of material waste, including packaging.
· to take care in the use of all materials and resources to avoid profligacy and minimise wastefulness.

· to maximise the proportion of sustainable materials used, especially wood and paper, and to use recycled materials when this is a viable option.
· to encourage use of locally-made or produced goods and food as far as this is possible and practicable.

· to offer electronic communication as an alternative to paper for those who are suitably equipped.

Buildings, land and the natural environment

· to take into account the ‘whole life’ costs of materials when repairing, altering and rebuilding premises.
· to build-in maximum energy and water efficiencies into new buildings and to use sustainable building supplies whenever possible.

· to be sensitive to local culture and to use local sources for materials whenever possible.

· to be sensitive to the impact of church activities on the local environment.

· to take appropriate opportunities to conserve and enhance the natural and built environment and to protect habitats for wildlife and biodiversity.
Implementation, monitoring and review
All responsible bodies within the Diocese are invited to give due consideration to this Environment Policy and its Guidelines. A number of individuals, office holders and committees will have responsibilities for implementation and monitoring of effectiveness.

The Diocesan Secretary will be responsible for implementation and monitoring within the Diocesan Office and throughout the administrative activities of the Diocese.

Incumbents, Churchwardens and PCCs are encouraged to take responsibility for implementation at Parish level, and it is recommended that each Parish nominates an individual as their environmental champion who will also act as a point of contact with the Diocesan Environment Officer.
The Housing and Estates Committee in conjunction with the relevant incumbent will be responsible for implementation for clergy housing and other properties owned by the Diocesan Board of Finance.
Guidance on, and monitoring of, implementation will be the responsibility of Archdeacons, the Diocesan Advisory Committee, the Housing and Estates Committee and the Diocesan Environment Officer as appropriate, with an emphasis on the adoption of best environmental practice, and the sharing of best practice ideas throughout the Diocese.
This Environment Policy will be reviewed on a regular basis, and at least every two years, by the Diocesan Environment Officer in conjunction with others as appropriate.

Useful resources
To assist with implementation of this policy at parish level a wide number of resources are available, and the following are particularly to be recommended:

The Eco-congregation Scheme (The Churches Environmental Programme), issued under the auspices of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, provides an environmental toolkit for local churches. Information can be accessed at www.ecocongregation.org and extensive materials can be ordered from details given on the website.

Christian Ecology Link is a multi-denominational UK Christian organisation for people concerned about the Environment. There are many different resources provided via their website at: www.christian-ecology.org.uk.
With the adoption of this policy, parishes are provided with a copy of the recent publication, ‘How Many Lightbulbs Does It Take To Change A Christian? A Pocket Guide to Shrinking Your Ecological Footprint,’ by Claire Foster & David Shreeve (Church House Publishing, 2007. ISBN 978-071514127-4). 

An environmental audit form produced by the Church of England ‘Shrinking the Footprint’ campaign is also provided for each parish, to enable a simple investigation of current practice and to provide pointers as to how environmental performance could be improved. 
Further information can be obtained from the campaign website at: www.shrinkingthefootprint.cofe.anglican.org.
Other useful websites include:

Energy

www.roughguides.com/savingenergy
www.carbontrust.co.uk
www.est.org.uk
www.energywatch.org.uk
www.nef.org.uk
www.cse.org.uk
Water

www.waterwise.org.uk
Recycling and Waste

www.recycle-more.co.uk
www.communitycompost.org
Buildings

www.churchcare.co.uk
Diocesan Environment Group
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� Adopted by the Bishops of the Lambeth Conference in 1988, and adopted by the General Synod of the Church of England in 1996.


� This is in line with the Environmental Policy of the National Church Institutions of the Church of England.
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